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NOTES BY THE WAY. 


Charles Dawbarn, writing in “The Light of Truth,” 
puts forth a curious and rather gruesome theory concerning 
gpiritual intercourse. He suggests that we may be doing 
harm to some spirits by it. He lays it down as a law of 
life that we must progress by entering upon new paths, 
interests, and conditions; and that, therefore, harm may 
be done by “babying” a beloved child too long, Cer- 
tainly it is so on earth; and Mr. Dawharn thinks it must 
be so if the child is on the other side. He says bluntly :— 


We know that a foolish mother can ‘‘baby ” her child in 
earth life until she spoils his independent manhood. And the 
spirit can be injured in exactly the same way. In this case the 
mother has “‘babied” the spirit of her son till he is quite 
content to remain in the earth sphere. He cares nothing for 
the universe of knowledge and experience everywhere around 
him out of which it is his duty and privilege to evolve a higher 
manhood, Like the barnacle he has become ‘‘ attached” and 
that is the end of his ambition, The son is a spirit sluggard ; 
the mother physically exhausted. And that is the result of 
what we call ‘‘ motherly affection” unduly prolonged. I know 
that has a very harsh sound, but spirit development demands 
an intellectual freedom, and a blending of those with like 
tastes and ambitions that compel release from every mortal tie. 


He tells of a resolute mother who, after a time, thought 

she saw the peril, and who “positively refused to continue 
to ‘baby’ her spirit son ;” and adds :— 
The spirit of her dear father, who had been entirely shut out 
by the constant presence of the son, now tells her that the son 
‘will presently be impelled to a self-effort that will for a time 
take him entirely away from her sphere, Thus both will be 
blessed by separation. 


‘ 


‘Ashe says, that has “a harsh sound,” but our duty is 
dear to look patiently and thoughtfully along every 
avenue which seems to lead to “the Unseen,” 


~ 


Dr, Holbrook’s “ Journal of Hygiene” contains some 
valuable thoughts on will-power as a curative force. We 
ave persuaded that in days to come so-called “miracles ” 
will be wrought by it. The writer of the article relates an 
interesting case, received at first-hand from the principal 
nt concerned in it, a father who apparently saved his 
¢hild’s life by inducing or commanding her to draw upon 
her will-power, helped by deep breathing :— 

He had lost all his children except one; naturally he was 
ous for her health, but in spite of care and prevention she 
aken down with diphtheria. Under the care of her 
she grew worse and was at death’s door. A council 
rs was called and they pronounced her case hopeless. 
, she was then sinking into that comatose state which 
death. When the doctors announced this to the 
wrung his hands in agony and left the room to get a 
to himself to consider what to do. Though not a 
g man, he involuntarily began to pray for guidance, 
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Strange to say, somo unknown influence came over him to 
which he yielded. Almost unconsciously he went back to the 
bedside of his child, pushed the doctors and nurses to one side, 
took his daughter’s hands one in each of his and called out to 
her with energy: ‘‘ Lizzie, don’t die; use your will, breathe, 
don’t die ; use your will, breathe deeply, use your will with all 
your might.” Those around him thought him mad, but did not 
interfere. In a few moments Lizzie opened her eyes and he 
again said to her: “Use your will, breathe deeply.” ‘‘ Yes, 
papa,” she answered feebly, and she did, and slowly she 
returned to life to bless her father who had called her back to 
lcve and bless him. 


“The Present Truth” is agitated-—almost too agitated 
to be coherent. Tt says :— 


The growth of Spiritualism, a term which may be taken to 
include all the family of correlated cults, is a fact which every 
Christian believer must reckon with. It is thus stated ina 
Spiritualist paper :— 

Tt is idle to deny that at the present moment, just at the 
close of the nineteenth and beginning of the twentieth 
century, there is a wave of Spiritualism over-spreading 
all lands of the known world, and increasing daily in intensity. 

The whole subject of man’s nature is involved in the claims 
of Spiritualism, and it behoves every Christian to study his 
Bible for himsolf if he would not be deceived by ‘signs and 
wonders ; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive 
the very elect.” 

We do not quite understand. Tf the growth of Spirit- 
ualism is such “‘a fact,” and if “the whole subject of 
man’s nature is involved” in its claims, why assume that 
Spiritualism’s “signs and wonders” deceive? If the 
readers of ‘The Present Truth” will take its editor's 
advice and study their Bibles, they will find plenty of 
Spiritualism in them. 


We often say that Spiritualists should be consistent 
in their lives, and we cannot say that too often ; but they 
should be consistent also in relation to death. If our 
beautiful faith is true; if our delightful hope is well- 
founded; why should we follow the fashions of the un- 
believing or dimly-believing world ? 

We were glad to see the following in one of our 
American papers :— 

PASSED TO SPIRIT-LIFE. 

Mrs. Mary Carter, an old pioneer of San Bernardino, Cal., 
and a Spiritualist of many years’ standing, passed to the higher 
life from her home in this city, on July 19th last, and on the 
following Sunday (July 22nd) her mortal form was laid away 
under the auspices of the Pioneer Society of San Bernardino, of 
which she was a highly esteemed member. She had planned 
her funeral, and as nearly as possible her wishes were carried 
out to the letter. The form was robed in white, with the 
national colours conspicuously displayed ; and the casket in 
which it reposed was covered with rich, white brocaded velvet ; 
while the relatives, left behind, by special request of the 
deceased, wore no weeds of mourning. Cheerful Spiritualistic 
songs, intermixed with patriotic ones, were sung; and the 
whole unique service was a fine object-lesson to the large 
congregation who had assembled to pay their last respects, 
teaching that death should not be considered a gloomy thing ; 
and showing forth, also, the intense love of the deceased for hey 
adopted country, 
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timony which existed on behalf of the operation of unseen 
gonces was put aside in this century as rubbish because, 


«belli 
inte so much for human thought and life, public 


ion? having done 


jife without chemical matter. Of course there was a perfectly 
ogitimate position taken up by many scientific men, and which 
“as justified by the caution that characterised all sound advance 
in knowledge. It was, that the antecedent improbability of 


{hese phenomena was so great, and involved ideas so unrelated 


them they must have not only evidence, but overwhelming 
„idence, on their behalf, This was common-sense, and obviously 
pocessary, but it was precisely the b ;ainess of science to seek out 
such evidence, and it was only because the trained scientific 
investigator had until recently turned his back on these pheno- 
mena that others had had to try and do the neglected work of 
science in this very diflicult region of inquiry, and, having done 
it to the best of their ability, were kicked and pelted by the 
educational world, and told to get out of the way and be 
ashamed of themselves. And yet, after all, now that it was 
wientific heresy to disbelieve in an imperceptible, imponderable, 
infinitely rare, and yet infinitely elastic, luminiferous inter- 
stellar and inter-atomic ether, an all-surrounding material 
medium of an entirely different order of matter from anything 
known to our senses, with properties far transcending those 
possessed by earthly or chemical matter, and yet the very exist- 
ence of which is only known inferentially, and not directly, was 
itso very incredible a thing to suppose that in this ether, or in 
some, perhaps, finer form of matter, life had originated, and 
the law of evolution, the Divine law of progress, had been at 
work, it might be for wons prior to the formation of the habit- 
ableearth ? The finer and more plastic matter, one could imagine, 
would yield more promptly, and respond more easily, to the 
inscrutable power that lay behind phenomena. There was 
nothing extravagant, nothing opposed to our scientific know- 
ledge but quite in harmony with it, to entertain the belief in 
an unseen world in which myriads of living creatures existed, 
some with faculties like our own, and others with faculties 
beneath or transcending our own. Nor was it unlikely that the 
evolutionary development of such a world had run in parallel 
lines to our own. ‘The rivalry of life, instinct, intellect, 
conscience, will, rightand wrong, are as probable there as here. 
And in course of time, consciousness of our human existence 
may have come to our unseen neighbours, and some means of 
mental and even material communication with us have been 
found. For his own part he had long entertained the opinion 
that the bulk, if not the whole, of the psychical manifestations 
witnessed in a Spiritualistic s¢ance—he did not refer to the higher 
phases—were the product of human-like, but not really human 
intelligences, which aggregated round the medium, as a rule 
drawn from that particular plane of mental and moral develop- 
ment in the unseen which corresponded to the mental and moral 
plane of the medium. As to psychical inquiries, there were 
many, Who were not prophets, who urged that the dangors, 
especially of Spiritualism, more than counterbalanced any use 
which such inquiries might serve. He did not deny that there 
Were some risks, but they had been grossly exaggerated, and 
those who knew least of the whole subject were those who 
magnified the dangers most. One danger there was as regards 
Spiritualists—that of their coming to the conclusion that the 
phenomena taught the necessary aud inherent immortality of 
the soul. It was true that they showed us that life could exist 
in the unseen, and that those we had known on earth were still 
living and conscious ; but a life after death did not necessarily 
imply immortality—an error into which Spiritualists fell in 
common with the rest of Christendom. Of course every 
Spiritualist knew the mischief of promiscuous sittings with 
ignorant people. On the other hand, so far as the medium was 
ed, more injury was likely tu be caused to his sensi- 
organisation by a single ferocious sceptic than by tens of 
nds of simple-minded and kind-hearted Spiritualists. 
people objected that a medium should be necessary 
ese Spiritualistio manifestations, and asked why they 
ld not test the truth in their own home circle. 
fell, the objectors could try, and, like many others, might be 
iecessful in sittings with their family alone, but it was 
to be well-advised, and preserve a level head in so 
But, however obtained, Spiritualistic effects always did 
“to bo inseparably connected with some special living 
Mion which we cull mediumistiv, Lovked at from a 
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purely scientific standpoint there was nothing remarkable in 
this, Certain persona—happily, not all of us —were subject to 
abnormal states of body and mind, and the alienist or patho- 
logist did not refuse to investigate insanity or epilepsy because 
restricted to a limited number of human beings. Furthermore, 
physical science afforded abundant analogies of the necessity for 
a medium or intermediary between the unseen and the econ. It 
was, doubtless, a peculiar psychical state that conferred medium- 


| istic power, but we knew go little of ite nature that we often 


ruined our experiments and lost our results by our ignorance. Jt 
would be well in the immediate future to collect all the available 
information and make a careful experimental study of the par- 
ticular psychical state both of the medium, and the sitters who 
attended a successful séance. We were, doubtless, on the eve of a 
great change in public opinion with regard to the whole clase of 

phenomena in which we were interested. The Society for 

*sychical Research had largely contributed towards this better 
state of things, due in no small measure to the wise counsels of 
Professor and Mrs. Sidgwick and the zealous and brilliant work 
of Mr. F. W. H. Myers ; at the same time we must not forget 
the brave pioneers who so conscientiously and laboriously led 
the way-—Hlliotson, Hedaile, Gregory, Dale Owen, W. Howitt, 
Edmund Gurney, and, not least, Stainton Moses, with many 
others besides, of our still incarnate friends, A. R. Wallace, W. 
Crookes, and C. C. Massey. But some would ask, When all is 
said and done, and the facts we are slowly accumulating are 
generally recognised and credited, what will be the gain? 
Clearly, some of the popular assaults on the Christian religion 
based on itsineredibility would be deprived of most of theirforce. 

Faith would no longer be staggered by trying to conceive of lifein 
the unseen. Death would no longer be felt to have so icy a grip 
over even Christianhearts. The miracles of the Old and New Tes- 
tament would no longer seem to be the superstitious relics of a 
barharous age. The “prayer of faith” would no longer find 
an adequate explanation in the subjective response it evoked, 
nor the ‘‘ Word of the Lord” in mere human aspiration. But 
even to taose who prefer to regard these phenomena from a 
purely scientific aspect there would be great gain, in the solu- 
tion afforded to many perplexing problems, the opening up of 
new regions of fruitful experimental inquiry, and the impulse 
given to a truer psychology and a healthier philosophy. Nay, 
more than this, the result would tend to bring before our minds 
the trauscendant unity of Nature, the solidarity of the Race, 
and the immanence of the Unseen. 

At the close of Professor Barretts address a 
remarks were offered by the President, and a cordial vote 
of thanks to the lecturer was passed by acclamation, 
The remainder of the evening was devoted to music and 
social intercourse, the musical arrangements being under 
the direction of Mr. J. O. Ward, ably assisted by Miss 
Emily Foxcroft, Miss Minnie Theobald, and Miss Clemen- 
tine Ward, who provided a varied programme, which was 
much enjoyed by an appreciative audience. The grand piano 
used on the occasion was kindly lent by Messrs. Brinsmead. 


few 


COUNT TOLSTOY ON COMPULSORY VACCINATION. 


Mr. William Tebb, having sent to Count Tolstoy the 
copy of a communication from Adin Ballou, one of the 
early pioneers of Spiritualism, on the true sources of happi- 
ness, has received the following reply :— 

Dear Sir,—I am very thankful to you for Mr. Ballou's 
letter to your wife on ‘‘ True Happiness.” I did not know of 
it before, and have found great interest and profit in reading it. 
The works of A. Ballou, his ‘‘ Commentary on the New Testa- 
ment,” as well as his ‘‘ Treatise on Socialism,” are known to 
me, and I have copies of them. I greatly sympathise with 
your work against compulsory vaccination, as I do with every 
struggle for liberty in any sphere of life whatever. The obli- 
gation of parents to let their children be subjected to operations 
deemed necessary by doctors seems to me as great an outrage 
as the obligation of parents to subject their children to school 
teaching imposed upon them by the Government, which in its 
tendency may be opposed to their views. I wish you success 
in your work, and should be happy if I could have the oppor- 
tunity of helping you in it.—Yours truly, Leo Toustoy. 


Osu sure way of peacemakimg is to let the tire of contention 
alone. Neither fan it nor stir it, nor add fuel to it, but let it 
go out of itself. 
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Here was another phase of science. They tell 
continued the lecturer, that in a period of some seven 
every atom of your bodies is changed. What has become 
J. those atoms? The spirit scientists claimed that these 
p jonderable atoms passing from the body were held in 
ion in the atmosphere, and the spirit chemist (by passing 
trical sparks throagh these atoms, just as the electrician 
| produce water from the air, or crystallise water into a gem) 
«as enabled to gather up these atoms, and, on physiological 
„rinciples, reproduce a living form. 

The lecture, which was throughout fervid, vigorous, and 
animated, closed with an earnest appeal for better social con- 
1s, and a more equitable distribution of the necessaries of 
ence, which was quite in accord with the tone of the 
formative thought now prevalent. A complimentary allusion 
py the chairman to the undiminished energy and earnestness of 
he lecturer, after so many years of arduous work, brought the 
proceedings to a close. 


A SPIRITS PRESCRIPTION. 


By EDINA. 


Mention has frequently been made by me in these columns 
of my daughter’s control, or spirit-guide, who designates himself 
‘to us as ‘Professor Sandringham,” but which name we know 
isa mere nom de plume. As I have formerly explained, this 
personage has for the past four years exercised a most watchful 
supervision over our family and affairs, and we owe much to 
‘his wise counsel and sage advice in times of trouble or difficulty 
such as occur in all large families. His medical skill has often 
been brought into requisition on behalf of many members of 
the household ; and occasionally one or two outside friends who 
believe in the occult have had the benefit of his advice in 
chronic and lingering ailments, always, I am glad to say, 
with beneficial results. On one or two occasions when he 
desired to treat diseases in an exhaustive fashion, instead of 
writing down automatic messages by the hand of our daughter 
the note-book specially kept for them, he has asked us to 
bring a trance medium to the house, when he has more than 
once descanted at considerable length on the disease of the 
jatient, and the curative methods to be adopted. He did so, so 
fevently as the beginning of July last, when we were favoured 
With a very learned and effectual discourse on the cause and cure 
of a most painful disease existing on the hand and arm of a 
friend of ours who had solicited the intervention of this 
beneficent control. On several occasions he has written us that 
he would have had much pleasure in writing out a prescription 
for the patient, but that he believed no earthly chemist 
would make up the medicine unless he knew the doctor 
who had prescribed it; and he had, therefore, to content 
himself with using herbs and patent medicines which can 
- usually be bought without a written prescription. So stood 
matters between us and the control until the evening of 
Monday, September 17th. During the day our family 
medium had been complaining of severe gastric disturbance, but 
ing very serious was the matter with her. The spirit-guide, 
wever, had not been unobservant of her condition, for about 
p.m. she was controlled to write, and a letter, covering 
four pages of note paper, addressed to myself, and headed 
k ” was written in the peculiar sprawling 


“Mr,—— Dear Sir, 
and somewhat illegible hand always affected by the Professor ; 
of Which we have hundreds of pages in our rote-book. This 
informed me that the control had been watching the 
Medium’s condition, and gave me minute directions 
to what she was to eat, drink, and avoid in 
= Accompanying this letter there was at the same 
, written by this control, and in similar handwriting to 
, a prescription bearing his initials ‘P. S.” This 
tion contained details of two draughts to be made up 
ughter ; one to be taken before meals, and the other 
ic to be taken thrice daily. There were three separate 
h of the draughts, and two of these were utterly 
j me; so much so, that apart from the delicacy of 
ruggist who would probably ask the name of the 
(w of course I could not give), I was a little 
if the drugs there specified really existed in the 


pawia, We were then living in the country, and on my 
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visit to 


town next morning, I recollected that I knew 
the name of a druggist in the extreme west of the 
city, who had some knowledge of occult phenomena, 
so took the prescription with me to see if he could 
get it made up, or at least advise me regarding its 
contents. Before doing so, however, I aceidentally met 


a medical student of my acquaintance, to whom I read the pre- 
scription, stating that it had emanated from ‘‘a friend of mine 
who had some medical skill, but was now retired.” On 
looking over it he said it was “all right” and any druggist 
would make it up. Emboldened by this assurance I acoord- 
ingly presented it at the large drug shop which I usually 
patronise, and had the satisfaction of taking home the two 
bottles of medicine with me to the patient the same afternoon, 
No questions were asked and no information was volunteered 
by me as to the author of the prescription. 

In the interests of spiritual truth, and with the view of 
demonstrating how real a thing is our connection with the un- 
seen, I have deemed it desirable to forward you a full account 
of this episode as it humbly seems to me to show beyond question 
or cavil (1) that there is here clear evidence of the existence and 
beneficent action of a spiritual agent in complete rapport with this 
sphere. (2) It serves to show the beneficent results flowing from 
spirit-communion, and (3) it is a suficient answer to the sceptic’s 
query, Cui bono? ‘* What good is to be got by the study of 
psychology?” I hardly think, on the face of this bit of real 
evidence, doubters of the type of Madame de Steiger will have 
much to say about the “‘cosmic ether” producing a prescrip- 
tion, the contents of which were, to a large extent, unknown to 
me, and were absolute ‘‘Greek” to the medium, who has not 
the most elementary knowledge of medicine, far less of its com- 
binations. In short, the production of this prescription is, to 
my mind, a bit of real evidence of spirit identity and control, 
worth a thousand of the theories of telepathy, thought-trans- 
ference, unconscious cerebration, or the like propounded by 
scientists or psychical researchers; who, like the late 
Sir David Brewster, say, in effect, ‘“‘Spirit is the last 
thing I will give in to.” What we want in this age of 
religious unrest, shifting belief, and honest doubt is facts 
—something tangible to rest upon; and, in my humble judg- 
ment, the production of this prescription and its conversion 
into two bottles of medicine got in the ordinary course of busi- 
ness across a druggist’s counter, is a strong adminicle in the 
chain of evidence slowly accumulating on behalf of the truth 
of Spiritualism. 

I have further to state that the prescription was written in 
English instead of Latin (which is usually employed in com- 
posing prescriptions), and I forward it to the editor of this 
paper with instructions to allow it to be seen by any person 
desiring to read it. The result of its action on the patient 
has been most satisfactory, my daughter being now quite 
better in health. That is, however, not the question. It 
is its production, in the manner and under the circumstances 
before detailed, which appears to me to be unique, or at 
least an unusual event in the chronicles of psychic phenomena. 


THs Mosr Sciexviric Hyrot#esis.—For myself, I have 
never been able to see why any one hypothesis should be 
less scientific than another, except so far as one explains the 
whole of the facts and the other explains only a part of them. 
It was this alone that rendered the theory of gravitation more 
scientific than that of cycles and epicycles, the undulatory 
theory of light more scientific than the emission theory, and 
the theory of Darwin more scientific than that of Lamarck. Tt 
is often said that we must exhaust known causes before we call 
in unknown causes to explain phenomena, This may be 
admitted, but I cannot see how it applies to the present 
question. The ‘‘ second ” or ‘‘ sub-conscious self,” with its wide 
stores of knowledge, how gained no one kKaows, its distinct 
character, its low morality, its constant lies, is as purely a 
theoretical cause as is the spirit of a deceased person or any 
other spirit. It can in no sense be termed ‘‘a known cause.” 
To call this hypothesis ‘‘ scientific” and that of spirit agency 
‘t unscientific ” is to beg the question at issue. That theory is 
most scientific which best explains the whole series of 
phenomena : and I therefore claim that the spirit-hypothesis is 
the most scientific, since even those who oppose it most 
strenuously often admit that it does explain all the facts, 
which cannot be said of any other hypothesis. —Dr. ALFRED R, 
WALLACE, 
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Ome mest consoling sign of the times is that the advo- tain.” The remedy is to make God the centre of ; tou, 
cates of ry Faith aud every Chureh now take refuge in tion, to heal the heart, that health may be rasan 
the religion of the spirit, from the hard, narrow, or merely whole social organism, Father Vaughan, of course ae 

characteristics of — ecclesiastical Christianity, us on by this route to the Church. (“AUN ada i 
Trinitarian and Unitarian, Calvinist and Swedenborgian, to Rome” !) Christianity, he says, was a Mire. 
Protestant and Catholic, vie with one another in attempt- vf ae 
ing to show that Christianity a a religion of lovo ; and From her bosom there sprang forth the Christian family 
that true Religion is what Leigh Hunt called it— the | with its love of home and its traditions of chivalry ; then 
religion of the heart, In this every Spiritualist should sprang forth the Christian convent and abbey, with theirreligioys 
soise, for one of the brightest uses of Spiritualism will, in | vows and love of God’s poor ; there sprang forth Christin 
time, be the aid and comfort it will give to this very thing | guilds and confraternities for the protection of arts and crafts; 


which, as the Religion of Humanity, will gradually absorb there sprang forth Christian hospitals and asylums for the shelter 


and has “sent the drainage of the sewer into the 


torrent =- 


or extrude all the survivals of the Religion of exclusive- of the sick and the maimed ; there sprang forth Christian 
i ae ] f Universities and schools for the education of the feudal lordand 
NLL i y i i the serf ; there sprang forth the Christian nation, with its motto, 


“Pro Deo, Rege, et Patrii’”’ ; and there sprang forth the 
Christian world, with its proclamation of the Universal Brother. 
hood of Man. Yes, the heart, no less than the face of Europe, 
was completely changed. Furnished with a new religious lan 
guage, with a new type of worship, with new ideals in art, with 
new fields of literature, with new canons of taste, with new 
" sanctions upon domestic, social, and national intercourse, Europe 
became, like the King’s daughter, all glorious within. 


We would like to accept the charming picture as true. 
nue partly it is; bub there never was a time when “ the 
an world” preached or practised “the Brotherhood 
» when “the heart, no less than the face, of 


s daughter, all glorious within.” That is 
Tn Spite of Christianity and the Church, 
tumbling on, fighting, murdering, revelling, 
and the Church ran riot in evil-minded 
s whose only offence was that they 
ion for themselves and to worship 
No, Father Vaughan! Yow 
rning, for charity, for education 
against the rich, for the miserable 
ious rulers ; but it could be 

selfish, ‘The real truth t 
| religion and Church 

ys, As John Ruski 
ion is the rottenes! 
nd the men wh? 
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<o the world pay back all it ever gave. It sought to 
uy fen itself upon the world as a veritable “old man of the 
©) upon the back of “our secular “Sindbad.” Father 
yaughan himself lets this fact peep out on page 16. He 

si— 
The Cathedral is the city. The first ebjeyt you catch sight of 
| you approach is the spire tapering into the sky, or the huge 
„wers holding possession of the centre of the landscape— 
i jostically beautiful—imposing by mere size amidst the large 
| pms of nature herself. As you go nearer, the vastness of the 
yilding impresses you more and more. The puny dwelling- 
„Jaces of the citizens creep at its fect. 

That is just it; but it is just what we do not want— 
the puny dwelling-places of the citizens creeping at the feeb 

the church. The time has come to end that. 

We will say nothing about Father Vaughan’s onslaught 

on Protestantism, except that it is not a perfect exhibi- 
ion of his own doctrine of the reign of love: we prefer to 
axpress our agreement with his picture of some of the ills 
{modern Society and his remedy—but his remedy as spirit 
nd not as letter. Vain is it to call Christ “Lord” and to 
} make much of that: vain is it to build cathedrals and erect 
pvely altars and lofty spires: vain is it to clothe priests in 
dorious attire and to deck “ God’s house” with the offer- 
ings of Art; vain is it to fill the place with incense, 


g 
§ 
q | Ms 
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ningling with heavenly waves of sound from organ-pipes 
nd choir ; ay, vain is it to win the adoring regard of men 
fra Church thus armoured and adorned. The devotee 
may cross himself in the morning and cut a throat in the 
afternoon, and feel no incongruity. No, what we want is 
pright spirit, Church or no Church ; and, to help us in 
. | that, a humble meeting of Spiritualists under a railway 
tf arch or in a back parlour may be as effective as the 
u f mandest cathedral—perhaps more so, for the last thing 
l Fihat Spiritualists would ever long for is that citizens 
' [should be made to creep at anybody’s feet. 


“THE WORLD AS GOOD AS NEW.” 


Countess Wachtmeister has been interviewed by a 
, | “Tribune” reporter at Chicago, where she has been lectur- 
ı | gon Theosophy. Her wonderful stories about Madame 
Blavatsky are not entirely new, though they certainly 
feemed to gain fresh confirmation at the Countess’s hands. 
What most interests us is her forecast, or, rather, the 
forecast of the adepts, concerning the future development 
. | othe human race. She says :— 


_ The adepts have shown us that this world belongs to a chain 
ofseyen globes. We are now on the fourth globe—the most 
material one. We are also in the fifth race of the fourth globe, 
andas members of the fifth race we have the five senses. We 
tte now gradually approaching the condition of the sixth, which 
to have a sixth sense. That race will be born here in 
etica, where the people of all the world have been brought 
ether for that purpose. The sixth sense that this race will 
i Will be what we now know as intuition. Some of us now 
rience a slight forerunner of this sixth sense in the flashes 
things that come to us of asudden. We know certain things 
tively at times and we are as positive of them as we are of 
things that we see, hear, taste, touch, or smell. When we 
anced to the seventh racc, we shall have a seventh 
but I do not pretend to know what it will be. I have 
told by the adepts that it is impossible for us to know 
| be until we have fully entered upon the sixth race 
d the sixth sense. 


may be only an acute guess, or flight of pure 
but there is, probably, solid truth in it. But 
decide when doctors differ? A very high authority 
has informed the world that it will come to an 
old planet into gas again ; and here is an 
us that the globe is as good as new, and that 
sty come, We vote fur the adept. 


ink it is) 1896—that, in fact, a huge collision | 


| 
| 
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THE MYSTERIES OF MEDIUMSHIP. 


By Our SpectaAL REPRESENTATIVE. 


MRS. RUSSELL-DAVIKS. 


(Continued trom page 464.) 


“Well,” pursued Mrs. Davies, “ to tell you about Dew- 
drop before I forget what [ was going to say. She has 
written a letter in Sioux,which T am going to publish in my 
new hook, and then people who know the language (1 suppose 
there are very few) can see and decide for themselves. Fur 
thermore, it has been arranged for Dewdrop to speak into a 
phonograph, and then those who understand her tongue 
will have an excellent test of her good faith and identity.” 

“You have another leading control, T think, of whom J 
have heard mention 7?” 

“Oh, you mean Ned. 
you, ready and rough, hut a perfect treasure, 


Ned is a character, T can assure 
He is our 
man-of-all-work ; 
house he controls me and does the job in a thoroughly 


whenever anything wants doing in the 
workmanlike manner. Mends locks, replaces broken panes 
of glass, plumbs—when the frost got into our cistern he put 
it right in no time. Ned is a splendid fellow ; J don’t know 
what we should do without him. Do you know why we are 
here in these rooms over a shop? No, of course not. Well, 
T will tell you. We took a new house at Wandsworth, and 
then it struck us to ask Ned about the drains. ‘Oh,’ he 
‘Well, what is to be done?’ 
Not only are 


said, ‘they are very bad. 
‘Look under the kitchen and you will see. 
your drains bad, but they are just the same next door.’ So 
Mr. Davies went down to see the agent about it. The agent 
protested that the drains were all that was perfect, but as 
we insisted he consented to an examination being made. 


Then a difticulty arose through there being no plans. Ned 
set to work and drew a set of plans through me. It all 


turned out just as Ned said ; his plans were correct, and 
the drains were in a frightful state. Orders were given to 
have them put right. Just at the last moment, when we 
were bound to Jeave our house, and the work was supposed 
to be completed, Ned told us that nothing had been done, 
and- that we were being humbugged. Down went Mr. 
Davies again. The agent declared that everything had been 
put right; but on being pushed in a corner he at last 
reluctantly admitted that the work had not been touched. 
That is why you find us in these temporary quarters, wait- 
ing until our new house is fit to live in. What do you think 
of that?” 

“T think Ned is a gem of the first water. Every house: 
hold should possess one.” 

“Ah, there is only one Ned ; and if he does sometimes 
use rough expressions, it is usually under provocation, and 
Mrs. 
Besant would call Ned a spook or an astral or an elemental, 


he move than atones for small offences of that sort. 


or something of that sort, Could anything be more absurd ? 
Tf she had a week of my expericuce she would give up such 
ridiculous ideas once and for all. The most conclusive 
evidence is given almost daily of the reality of spirit com 

munication aud of spirit identity, Here is one case. Mar- 
garct Fox is dead. On the very day that she died in the 

United States she came and wrote,‘ Dear Florence Marryat, 
I made a sad mess of my lite, and now T have passed out of 
it I will do my best to make amends.” Was not that so, 
Flo?” 

“ Exactly as you tell it,” corroborated Miss Marryat. 
“We ascertained afterwards the time of Margaret Fox's 
death, and found that, allowing for difference of time, the 
message reached us just five hours after she had passed 
away.” 

“Was Margaret Fox a spook ?” demanded my hostess 
with indignation. ‘When I hear Mrs. Besant talking as if 
she knew all about it, though she is as ignorant of the 


subject as a child, T get in a rage. Cases like this L hase 


at 
S bo = 
told you of are quite numerous, There came to me the other 
for instance, a lady whe concealed her name, and had 


day, 
As often happens, 


gentleman with her to protect her, 


ih 
lady who came for a sitting got nothing and he got all, 


the 


‘There is a spirit here,” | ‘who gives her name as 
and left a 


‘Tell me about 


said, 
savs she is vour wife, died in Vienna, 


Margaret, 
vems old called Frederic. 


little 
her hand, 


boy five 
‘She isa very tall woman,’ T answered, 
ever felt my life. 
‘That satisties me,’ was his reply. Was it a spook or astral 
that gave me that message, and her hand to feel? They 
came again, and then the lady got something. T turned to 
her and said, ‘Your husband is here. He is Captain 
Sand-So, he died such and such a year, of paralysis of the 
his greatest regret was thai 


' he said, 


‘and she has the smallest hand | in 


throws, at the age of forty-seven : 
no children.” She acknowledged every word to 
he correct, The same lady last Saturday 
with her sisters, and let me read vou, from this letter I 
have just received, what she says of one of them : 


there were : 
came again 
‘T have 
to convey to you my sisters deepest thanks for what you 
have done for her. She is a confirmed believer in conse- 
quence, and is convinced that nothing but the absolute 
spirit of could have given her the facts.’ This lady, 
at least, had no thought of spooks. Then, again, was it 
from the astral that T was able to tell the relatives of that 
unfortunate girl, whose disappearance in Scotland was a 
sensation in the papers a few days ago, that she was dead, 
and that her bedy would be found at the spot where, when 
search was made, they did find it?” 
“ You seem te havea good many visitors, Mrs. Davies?” 
“Not a day passes but I see several, mostly perfect 
strangers, and letters come in shoals from every part. You 
should see some of them, full of the most fulsome and 
nauseous flattery, the idea of the writers being to get on my 
weak side and extract something for nothing. T am foolish 
one to allow them usually to do it. One hears a good 
nonsense about fees, and T have been well abused 


‘of nonsense 
jsa my practice of accepting payment. T take a guinea, and 
often have received twenty-five without asking. Well, 
believe me when I tell you that, for every person I take a 
guinea from, I see a dozen free. Yet people have gone away 
os CARER RN my avariciousness. Think, 
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the name of the winner of a horse-race, to assisting 
T i 
and gamblers. Well, T don’t do that, and T neo i 


say, T don’t approve of it. There was a time when, A 
protest, T helped in some Stock Exchange oper ‘tions Mle, 
1 didn’t like it, and T don’t do anything of the lina hy 

“Talking about offers,” went on Mrs, Davies, lin OW 
“do you know J got one once from Madame Blay vase 
was eighteen or nineteen years ago. She wrote to hes 
Cairo, ‘T have heard of your wonderful powers, to 
T replied that no induce is Mi 
would take me out. sind Ta 
Years went by, the Himalayan Mahat 
were discovered, and Theosophy had been launched o 
course. She wrote me again from London, Of cl Nit, 
would have nothing to do ere her. No, Vl tell you ‘i l 
it is. Theosophy is simply a form of wsthetics. Tts Profes, 
can assume a garb, look soulful, and high-falute, Here an 
a medium, and a Spiritualist, but a Theosophist Nevep, 
absolutely declare that every communication that j is genui i 
comes from a spirit that was once an inhabitant of a Lah 
body, that walked and talked in this life, and can, if Hey 
he, prove his identity. Anything beyond that js Dute 
imagination, After all my years of experience, ] belio 
in spirits—and will have nothing else.” 


(To be continued.) 


No 


will you take to come out?’ 
She wrote a second time 


not answer, 


May 


LETTERS oy THE EDITOR. 


[The Editor 1s not responsible for i expressed by cor respondents, 
and sometimes publishes what he does notagree with for the puro 
of presenting views that may elicit discussion. ] 


Psychic Photography. 

SIR, —As my name has been somewhat freely used in con 
nection with this subject without my authorisation, perhays 
you willallow me to state that I am not a Spiritualist, aud 
never was one ; that I have never even seen a copy of the book 
called *‘ The Veil Lifted” ; that I am not interested in so-called 
psychic photography, the few examples that have been shown 
to me not being supported by a tittle of evidence that could be 
laid before a jury. 

I fail to see what business it is of the author of ‘The Veil 
Lifted ” whether my house is open or shut, as I distinctly refuse 
to allow any copies to be made by any person of any picture in 
my possession. Out of courtesy and friendship to my old and 
valued friend, Madame de Steiger, I consented, at such time as 
might be convenient to myself, to take my picture to London ty 
be seen by you, or anyone else interested in the matter ; but if 

is consent is to be made a ground of personal annoyance to | 
me or to Madame de Steiger, I shall withdraw that consent, 
15, Daga! TNR Edinburgh. J. W. Bropiz-Inyes, 

KEN 


Astral Emanations. 
of “Practical Spiritualist ” affords a goul 
practising Spiritualism without acquir- 
sin, whereby to ‘discern the spirits,’ 
er. Imagining the entities in 


igher life, he fosters and en: 
ir apparent amelioration undet 
ment ; while all the time they 
ic reflects, emanating either 
ting of the debris, in 
; in éither of whicl 
ost of ais own vitality 
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Mr. Maitland and His Critics, 
Sin,—Although I fully share your Reviewer's reluctance W 
prolong this correspondence, it is none the less obligatory 9” 
me, in the interests of truth and fact, to make an attempt 
dispel the dense fog in which he has contrived to envelope the 
subject in debate, Judged by his last letter. hie standpoint 
that of the agnostic, who holds that we neither know, nor P 
know certainly, anything about man’s real nature and destiny í 
nor can have any sure criterion whereby to distinguish truth 
from error ; that the wise of old were equally the victisns A 
mere opinion ; and that any interpretations which we may pre 
to the symbols in which they veiled their results are ri 
guesses, and incapable of verification. And in support of this 
contention, he gives utterance to a tissue of irrelevances, wate 
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e under my notice have been due to the encouragement of 
; riences of an order which ought to be sternly repressed, 
ible for a person to become infested by the reflests of 


en:selves. 
imate Spiritualism which is represented by the expression, 


«Communion of Souls.” Evwarp MAITLAND. 


Mrs. Russell-Davies and Re-incarnation. 


Sm,—In your impression of September 22nd, Mrs, Russell- 
te 


aries gives what, to me, is such a puzzling account of herself 
nat I venture to solicit an explanation. 

~ She describes a vision of a Greek temple, in which, she 
ays, “I saw myself at the foot of the steps, walk up between 
he pillars, and disappear. In part, through it, I have become 
are-incarnationist ”; and then, with characteristic feminine readi- 
ness to jump to conclusions, she adds : ‘‘ This, and other things, 
pave thoroughly convinced me of the fact of re-incarnation.” 
Ido not, of course, know what these ‘‘other things” may 
have been ; but if they are of apiece with this thing, they are 
not of much value as evidence. The fact she depicts ought to 
have convinced her that re-incarnation in her case was an impos- 
sibility and a delusion. If she saw herself moving about objec- 
ly as a separate and distinct individuality in some spiritual 
region, the obvious inference is, that the spirit thus discerned 
sould not have been the same being who was then and there in 
the flesh, and conscious of the external existence of the pheno- 
enon which she beheld. It is self-evident that a spirit so 
goupied as an isolated personality could not be re-incarnated 
inthe seeress who was engaged in watching the performance, 
unless, like the Irishman’s bird, she ‘‘ was in two places at once.” 

The story puts me in mind of the showman who exhibited 
two skulls of Oliver Cromwell—one when he was a boy, and the 
other when he became a man. 

Tt appears to me that any argument or circumstance—for 
proof there is none—however absurd it may be, is good enough 
to be used by its advocates to support the doctrine of re- 
incarnation. 

Ifthe lady should condescend ‘‘to explain ” that what she 
aw was not really her own individual spirit, but a phantasma- 
ric likeness, then the vision may be an illusion, or, more 

bably, an intimation, or a revelation, of what in future may 
be her occupation in the world to come and the regions of tlie 
NEWTON CROSLAND. 


The Isolation of the Mystic. 


- $im,—I desire to thank ‘‘C, C. M.” for his helpful reply to my 
letter, Much of it was the very reading I required. Difiiculties, 
ever, have not entirely disappeared for me. The pre- 
question was whether the self was not annihilated 
er than realised, when viewed in abstraction from 
object, and the answer was that such abstraction was 
condition of a higher possibility of community, left out of 
ount in the objection, and unknown to the mere self of the 
earthly relation ; an auswer that 1, believing our spiritual life to 
be far richer than its incarnate content, fully accord with. 
at this point, the difticulty reappears under another form, 
its apparent contlict with the metaphysical obstacles to the 
n made between the empirical and the noumenal self. 
a division we seem to forget that the phenomenon is 
illy related to the noumenon, but that the noumenon 
reality of which the phenomenon is the appearance. The 
iswer I can see to this is that we are only partially 
ed in the terrestrial consciousness. This view and 


` But it was the doctrine of Plotinus, and is suggested 
under such names as subliminal consciousness and 
ntal subjectivity. O: Xai 


Madame Bernhardt, 

—Can you or any of your readers kindly give me in- 
as to the quality of the mediumship and clairvoyance 
Bernhardt, who has for some time advertised in 
If any gentleman or lady who has sat with her 
his or her experiences to you, and if you would 


the information on to me, it would greatly 
L. 


er must necessarily appear doginatic to all save the mystic | 


or less fantastic and grotesque, and all of them tending 
obscuration rather than to elucidation. Meanwhile, the = 
question at issue fails so entirely to find recognition, as to mane 
it impossible for me to credit him with any but the must 
cursory and superficial acquaintance with the teachings 7? 
cerned. 

This is the question, whether the teachings committed ” 
Mrs. Kingsford and myself do or do not represent something 67 
different in kind, as well as in degree, from aught that has bee? 
put forth in modern times by other claimants to intercoute?® 
with the invisible world—whether spiritualists, occultiste, 9f 
psychicists—as to require for their appreciation a faculty an4 a 
method differing from and transcending any that is employed 
by them, or that is requisite to test their results. This is 4 
question the answer to which has been rendered in no hesitat- 
ing or uncertain tones by the order best cf all qualified to judge 
in the matter. This is the order represented by the term 
“ Mystics,” which consists of those who, in virtue of their OFF 
spiritual maturity and development, have been enabled to 
transcend the outer and lower spheres of the consciousness, the 
material and the astral, and tw attain to the inner and upp 
the kingdom within of the soul and spirit, and whe 47° 
able, therefore. to discern the principles of things where others 
can discern things only, and thus to know the realities of which 
things are the appearance. Between these and the whole mase 
of the persons who are engaged in the pursuits represented by 
the terms ‘ spiritualism,” ‘‘ occultism,” ‘‘ psychism,” and s9 
forth, a great gulf is fixed. For whereas the latter occupy * 
standpoint which lies without and below the region which is the 
subject of their investigation, and work with a faculty and 4 
method which involves but their external sensitiveness to th? 
existence of such a region, and in no degree such spiritual 
unfoldment as would enable them to penetrate the circum- 
ferential and reach the central spheres of that region, and thus 
to obtain certain knowledge respecting it—the former, whom I 
have styled Mystics, have for their standpoint the innermost 
and highest spheres of that region and behold all things from 
within from its spiritual sun and centre and radiant point, 42 
are able to discern the universal order and the values of the 
various spheres, as alone they can be discerned: and are 
qualified to affirm, as with one consent they do afirm, the 
perfect accordance between the results of the two methods 4 
investigation which are represented by the terms inductive and 
deductive, experimental and intuitional. 

By this order of duly qualified judges, as represented by 
its present living exponents, irrespective of creed, nationality. 
and race, the teachings in question have been recognised, and 
pronounced, in terms of unmeasured approbation, to be a full 
and faithful exposition of the nature of existence such as has 
never before been given to the world; and at the same time to 
be identical with all those sacred mysteries, Scriptures and 
religions of antiquity, which, though in the world, were not 
given to the world, but were reserved from general cognition by 
being concealed bencath a symbology which required a key to 
unluck its meaning. And inasmuch as that key has for long 
ages been lost, these teachings are regarded as representing its 
restoration in such plenitude as to constitute a full interpre- 
tation of those mysteries, the appeal on its behalf being to the 
understanding ; and also as given at the time and in the 
mauner and under the conditions of church and world, in which 
it has been declared in numerous prophecies, Biblical and 
others, it would be given, as has been smply shown in our pub- 
lished works. 

As my only purpose in this present writing is to show your 
readers what reason there is for regarding our teachings as re- 
quiring for their comprehension and appreciation an equipment 
both mental and temperamental, widely differing from that 
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psychic power is transmuted. Inaword,an elemental iscontrollsi 
and made to pase the message on as physical force, audible tok 
as table-raps, In experiments I have undertaken this js bz 
what appears tohave happened. The psychic entity has cont rolle 
an elemental, and thus rapped out its message, This done , 
ceases to exercise further contro! ; but for all that, the clement, 
does not cease to rap, though now ite messages are cither stupid 
or thoughts evidently suggested by myself ; nor does the tabje 
cease to swing or dash about, Now, the first danger from this 
| sort of spirit communication arises from the power the 
| elemental may have (either derived from the medium or ip 
of | herent in itwelf, or dug to a weak control from the other sds) 
- | of mixing up and distorting a true message froin the psychk 

he next danger is due to molecular automaticity 
ice vibrati have been set up between a medium ań 
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te ís no “spirit control” present, and the modive 
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| i „ without the intermediary of elementals and clemontavies, 
in 

un nitude that it seoms to me that we Theosophists are fully 
n ifiod in the antagonistic attitudo which wo assumo towards 
J p jscuous intercourse hetweon spirits and ourselves, 

prom Tuomas Wiitrams, F.T.S, 


Magnetic Healing, 

Sut, —Seoing several cases of magnetic healing in your papor 
q should like to add my testimony to its marvellous effects, 
jhrough tho mediumship of Mr, W, H. Edwards, of Chepstow 
Hall. My son, Douglas Bock, aged four years, had a withored 
iwhich would not develop in size nor gonerato natural hoat, and 
ai had no life or use in it whatever, T had taken him to the 
hospitals, and several doctors had treated him without the 
smallest result, and finally a lady magnetiser had treated the 
use for thirteen months without affecting any improvement in 
ho limb, and it reallyseomed that the boy would never walk, The 
doctor who last saw him said, “There is no more life in the 
jimb than there is in a dead leaf,” and I had given up all hope 
yhon I was recommended to go to Mr, Edwards, who had heen 
very successful in some cages of infantile paralysis, He under- 
took the case last November, at once located the disease as due 
o an entirely different causo from that usually ascribed to it, 
andnow, thank God, the lad can walk nearly half a milo without 
any assistance. 1 consider this case as much a miracle as any- 
thing T know of, and am also acquainted with another case, one of 
total blindness in one eyo, of a boy thirteen years of age, certified 
to by two hospitals, which the samo gentleman also cured. 

As I think it a duty to make these facts known, T trust you 
vill give them publicity. 

(iuildford Cottage, Hawstead-road, 

Catford, S.E. 


S, N. Beck, 


Free Will and Mysticism, 

Bik, — Surely “ Argent” presents the answer to her (or his) 
own query. The development and unfoldment she refers to, 
which mediums undergo, occur under direction of controls ; that 
is, under direction from transcendent or relatively subjective 
(to us) spheres, communicated by telepathic life currents, to the 
subliminal strata of the sensitive ; or, in other words, by the 
inflowing of life of psychical degree, carrying inhorent determi- 
nation, the effects of which are evidonced in the unfolding of 
psychical faculties in the sensitive. 

Therefore, as “ Argent” very correctly says: ‘Tho human 
cannot prevent the accretion of such psychic life powers, if 
its accretion be ordained.” Consequently, also, a sensitive 
“cannot deliberately reject the conditions of inspirational 
influx, or set herself successfully against the Divino will.” 

And this practically replies to the subsequent point raised, 
with regard to the apparent liberty of the medium to not 
Observe the best conditions; to indulge in dissipation and 
ality, and put hia will against that of his controls. As to 
Whether this would leave his mediumship affected or not, let me 
ak in return, are these apparent, failings and weaknesses the 
tllect of the return current of life flowing through man from 
thelower planes, to be transmuted and raised in degree thereby, 
inhim, or not? And if so, is this transmuting function in man 
(with its effects entailed on him) in accord with Divine law and 
and in its proper place in relation to the whole, or not ? 

1 “Argent” deny that man is a focus in which the stream 
descending from Divine, or transcendent, states meets 
tream ascending from lower degrees or states, and trans- 
or raises the latter in degree by interaction ? 
man will can only affect that which is of identical or sub- 
mt mode,or external to itself. An inferior principle cannot 
Mnd that which transcends it, But human free-will pertains to 
8 solf-consciousnoss which claims independent existence of its 
wn, ‘The two are inseparable conceptions and pertain to the 
plane of appearances. This misconception arises from the cir- 
ntial mode of self-consciousness being disereted from its 
‘modes or strata, and not being in continuous conscious 
m with its contre ; judgments are then made from appear- 
man has free-will, then where is the will of the 
al, let me ask ? I would refer ‘‘ Argent ” to the letter of 
i,” appearing on the same page as her own letter, in 
writer advocates self-identification with trans- 
l subjectivity. Not only would I agree with him that 
the present mode of manifestation that our | 
is effected, but this transcendental subjectivity is | 
Prius, determining that yolution, which is necessarily } 
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| as that again is but a part in a larger whole, and so on, ad, 


infinitum, 

“ Argont ” ig probably aware that the relative freedom of 
equilibrium is only attainable by the union of argent with orus, 
by which Horus is reborn or reconstituted. Will “ Argent” 
aflirm that this mystic marriage of the moon and the sun (alehe- 
mical); of wisdom and love, of masculine and fetninine clementa 
of boing, can occur in this circumforential (human) plane? The 
“ sorpent of evil” can only reach up to ——7, the state of equi- 
libration. Therefore, relative evil, or imperfection, must obtain 
until the “ pairs of opposites” are reunited in mystic marriage; 
that isin all planes external to the goul-plane. But even when 
equilibrated by mystic-marriags, auch selves remain connected 
with their proximate priua by a life-streamm carrying determina- 
tion, The freedom is therefore still only relative. 

As “O.Y.L.” says, the true mystic is the identifica - 
tionalist ; the self through whom the central light radiates con- 
tinuously from the centre to the circumference, and is there 
consciously identified by the percipient. The claimant of free- 
will or separateness of existence is a false mystic, who lives on 
the circumference of being ; in whom that circumference is dis- 
oreted from the central light, and who would claim for himeelt 
that which pertains to the Universal, 

But surely isolation is not necessary for the mystic to realise 
that self-identification? Inasmuch as it is a process determined 
from within, from transcendent subjective states, the external 
conditions are relatively unimportant factors, The life-radiation 
flowing through the mystic, of which ho is but the instrument, 
will itself determine its conditions. 

This question will, however, be dealt with later in a more 
consecutive argument with regard to the process of becoming, 
into which determinism necessarily enters ; in which I will 
endoavour to show that the self is essentially real, and process 
is the accomplishing or realising of reality, which may possibly 
interest ‘C.Y.L,”’ as well as ‘ Argent,” 

“Argent” states that my previous letter was dogmatic, 
Now dogmatism claims authority and is self-assertive, My 
letters are entirely impersonal. Noone need accept anything 
therein contained. ‘The only authority they may carry must 
consist in the absence of inconsistency or self-contradiction, 
My position is tentative. Show me that I am wrong, and I will 
accept truth from whatever source. I am but a searcher. But 
what I find I also impart; I do not retain it for self-power. 
And truth is necessarily affirmative ; it cannot be indefinite and 
negative, But affirmative is not identical with dogmatic. 

Der Rexe THOR. 


Chepstow Hall, Peckham. 


Sır, —If I may again trespass on your valuable space, I 
would express regret at my not having been present at 
Chepstow Hall, on August 25th, “to examine the writings of 
Paracelsus” for proof of Mr, Edwards’ allegation that ‘‘the 
terminology of modern Theosophy ” is taken—Anglicd 
“cribbed ’—therefrom. Still, though late, it is not too late 
for my friend to prove his learning by complying with my, now 
repeated, requost for a sight of his “ proofs.” 

I say again, most emphatically, that J did nol promise to 
attend that meeting, and, had I so promised, I fail to see the 
existence of any greater occasion for Mr. Edwards to tell (as I 
am told he did tell) his audience, that he had written to me 
requesting my presence, than I can seo for his informing your 
readors that ‘*Mr, Campbell said he would certainly be present 
when the lecture was announced”! I “ certainly” was 
“ present when the lecture was announced,” but not when it 
was given. This matter needs clearing up, so I must again ask 
Mr, Edwards for the before-mentioned particulars which will 
enable me to trace and recover that epistolary wonder that 
could be thought more capable of drawing me to Peckham than 
my voluntary ‘‘ promise” to come there. 

If Mr, Edwards will again read his quotation in ‘‘ Isis Un- 
veiled,” Vol. I., p. 351, he] may seo that H.P.B. merely 
relates, for what they are worth, Nor her own teachings, but, 
“a few fragments of the mysterious doctrine of Re-incarnation 

which we have from an authority,” * but the student 
will observe how carefully she refrains from stating that the 
* authority ” had any more weight with her than she knew it 
would have with those of her pupils whom she so carefully 
trained to think for themselves, not according to what they 


* Ltalies are mine. 


Len LIGHT, 


TON [Octoher 4) 
—_** & i, 


dar T niin he weight lenee available in visited the house, To tell thoir forty 4, 
satiate ob thin tana te shuffled a pack of cards, had them out hee ri Ong, 
We should not overlook her significant remark on p. 352, said tha lagy nec reaid ie would both « marry yay on 
that “even if hypothetical, this theory is no more ridiculous florale i it abis lary Magistrate sent her t Ang 
= , we j or one month as a rogue and vagabond * gaol 
than wany others considered as atriotly orthodox,” for Isis Lighter punishment hus eon given for & wone Many q 
a ddao of disjointed and often merely paragraphic ‘*Tit h wae offener, 


j, 5. HARRISON ("Srg ; 
Bita "was not written as a text book, and is only regarded in IEN Sose 
the Theosophical world aa a book to set one thinking. 
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STRATFORD Socrery OF SPIRITUALIST. —Mr, Wallace .. 
occupy our platform on Sunday ( Jetober 7th.—Tyos. MoO, 
53, GRosvENOR-TERRACE, CAMBERWELL GATE, S.E.—Sung," 
at 7 p.m., clairvoyant séance ; Tuesday at 8 p.m., clairygy, ù 
séance ; Monday and Thursday, at 8 p.m. developing circles 


Mrs. Williams of New York. 


Sim,—f was astounded in reading last issue of “ Lianwr” | W. G. O. 
(September Sth) to see the statements made by M. Engel—a Fivspury Parx.— On Sunday last, Messrs. Jones, Bro 


namo entirely unfamiliar to me—in “Annales dos Sciences and King addressed a fair meeting, and distributed ba 
Psychiques.” The experiences therein detailed are so foreign gpa he n jera PET cee Bandas, at |] 
te amythiog which in my twenty years’ mediumship has been TB eee nearer MATA BEERS 1O. 90. PRORODE W Aly 
attributed to my guides, or which my SAY Wey approaches the MARYLEBONE Assocratron or SPIRTUALISTS, 51, Mori, 
phenomena that hundreds of honest investigators in my circles | srreet, W.—Next Sunday at Cavendish Rooms, at 7 pry, 
have witnessed and described, that out of pure charity for the | trance address, Mr. J. J. Morse, on ‘‘ Scientific Corroboratic,’ 
writer I cannot but believe him confused in his data, | Of Spiritualism.” Doors open at 6.30 p.m. October Lith, Mi, 
ie, be has given me the credit of something he a pea a ee a: ka Blong: Odaia Reh 
ay late vite emeusern” Me epetks cf attending a cae ae a Hien ena " PECKHAM , On Sung 
m È. sa = . x b ALL, iH-s VET, 3C AM.— Nundi, 
Series " of my séances, That assertion is abs olutely false on | last, Mr. Audy gave a good address on “ Religions, Old an 
the face of it, as no one attends a series of séances in my | New,” showing how they underwent a gradual process j 
parlours except he be introduced or vouched for by responsible | change, On Sunday next, Mr. Edwards on “The Age 
parties, as a gentlemen, and an honest investigator; and | Reason and Rights of Man.” On Tuesday, Miss Gambril, 
no gentleman shoves out his feet to trip up either a spirit circle ; and magnetic healing by Mr. Edwards.—W. H. E, 
or even a physical entity, which he naively confesses to Tur Lonpon Occunr Socmery.—The opening meeting of th 
having d Wint Na I Again, he speaks of | *utumn session of this society will be held at the Athenay, 
a a Y £ S \ P ot | Hall, 73, Tottenham Court-road, on Friday, October 19th, a 
attending mya. oE ay dark séances. Now, Blut under any | 8 p.m. Ishall then deliver a lecture entitled ‘‘ The Revelations oj 
eiroamatances, admit an absolute stranger to circles given under | Occultism.” Reserved seats 1s. Admission free.—A, F, 
jons— Mis ament No. 2. T have it on the reliable | Trypatt, A.T.C.L., President, 15, Lanark-villas, Maida Vals, 
no less a personage than the conductor of my Surrey Masonic HALL, CAMBERWELL New-noap, S.E- 
that Jeanne d’Are has never materialised through my pa —o will be held on Sunday evening next at 6.30, at 
= Ree . which time Spiritualists desirous of meeting together for 
hip and sang: Misstatoment No, 3. He porpetrates spiritual blessings are heartily welcomed and invited to parti 
fabrication ‘in the statement that the medium’ i5 
another f in the statement that the medium’s | pate, We speak as the Spirit gives us utterance, and experi 
‘Sister materialised. Not until this clever individual, in his | ence teaches us that the needs and wants of many are seen sul 
anxiety to truth and fact—a commendable quality in an. ig to in the course of the evening's exercises,—W. R 
: sincere investigator—sought to provide me with | Loc. i 
was I aware I owned such a relative, Since in spirit or 23, DEVONSHIRE-ROAD, Forest Hi. ~-On Sunday las 
But why. im Roe eats haa ao | Mr. Dales delivered an interesting and instructive address on 
a why quote to more -misstatemen’ Š | “ Man’s Responsibility towards Himself,” giving illustrations 
i in the above instances, that T fail to | from the Soriptures, and warning his hearers against settingu) 
essary 1 to attend their own gods and then complaining of the consequences 
onjuring Sunday next, flower service and naming of children, conductei 
by Mrs. Bliss and Miss Young. Tea at 5 p.m., tickets sixpent, 
{ orod by parion oh 7 p.m., Will friends kindly bring flowes 
for the service ?}—J. B. : 
14, ORCHARD-ROAD, ASKEW-ROAD, SHEPHERD’s Busu, W.- 
unday last we had a full meeting. Mrs. Mason's controls 
ve us an excellent discourse upon harmony and mediumship, 
lowed by very successful clairvoyant delineations. Mr. J.H. 
kindly presided at the organ. Sunday next, at 7 p.m, 
well, circle; Tuesday, at 8 p.m., séance, Mrs 
ber 14th, Mr. W. Wallace. Sunday next, at 7 p.m, 
; y. p 
Town-road,N. W., Mr. Norton, circle ; Thursday, 
Mrs. Mason ; October 14th, Mr. J. Humphries. 
oepama So i aA H. B., Hon. Se. 
RACE, WHITE POST-LANE, Mayor Pani, 
otings will be held at the abow 
n the various phases of mediumship 
; P 
26th, 1895. Sunday, at 11am, 
; also the last Sunday in each 
g-room open at 7 p.m., forthe 
8.30 p.m. experimental cir 
, for Spiritualists only, thè 
S The tea and 
be held as above at p.m. 
ho desire to be preset! 


